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The Public Library of Cincinnati and 

Hamilton County has announced the 

relocation of the Greenhills Branch 

Library to a larger location in the historic 

Greenhills Community Building, which 

is owned and operated by Winton Woods 

City Schools. The move to the new 

space, which is 2,325 square feet, is 

scheduled for a December opening 

timeframe, according to Steve Denny, 

executive director of business affairs for 

the district.   

“This relocation is an unexpected but 

exciting opportunity to expand the 

collection and services available to the Greenhills community,” said Kimber L. Fender, the Eva 

Jane Romaine Coombe Director of the Library. “We look forward to reopening soon in this 

larger space and we want to thank Winton Woods Schools for their generosity.” 

Denny said the library has signed a three-year lease with the district, at $500 per month. The 

public will be able to access the library through three entrances on the south end of the building, 

nearest Farragut Road. The district and the library are working with the Village of Greenhills’ 

Building and Fire Departments to make some modifications to parts of the building’s access and 

egress pathways. “This will ensure secure operations for the educational school environment 

while providing ease of access for community members visiting the public library,” said Denny.    

Parking will be available along Farragut Road, along Enfield Street, and in the rear parking lots 

located behind the building. The front drive of the Greenhills Community Building must be kept 

clear during school days due to bus traffic in and out of the facility. “This allows library patrons 

convenient entry into the building while still providing a level of secure access for the parts of 

the facility the district uses for its educational programs and support services,” said Denny. 



“Libraries and schools share a common mission to better the communities they serve,” said 

Winton Woods Schools Community and Public Engagement Coordinator Corina Denny. 

“Winton Woods City Schools is excited to join the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton 

County in accommodating the Greenhills branch library as it works diligently to serve library 

patrons and community members. This kind of partnership is a natural extension of the roles 

schools and libraries play in sharing knowledge and promoting education.” 

 

The Greenhills branch library closed in August to make repairs after heavy rain and a roof leak 

damaged the facility. Library Marketing Manager Chris Rice said in this new location the library 

will now “offer more programming and perhaps a bigger collection. The space gives us lots of 

options.” Currently the Greenhills branch has an average of 10,000 print and audio visual items 

checked out each month.   

 

The Greenhills Community Building is located at 8 Enfield St.  

 

 

 

Sensei Jerome Whitaker bows deeply to the large group of students in his after-school 

Taekwondo class at Winton Woods Primary North. The students, in grades K-2, have filled 

Whitaker in on their school days, put on their gis, gotten help tightening their belts, and are ready 

to begin. They bow to him in return. 

For Whitaker, owner of his own 

Taekwondo academy in Greenhills 

and a former contestant on 

American Ninja Warrior, these 

classes aren’t about learning to 

fight, they about “learning to 

protect yourself and to walk away 

from trouble and having the 

confidence to do both,” he said. 

Plus, after a day of sitting in a 

classroom, Taekwondo is a great 

way to redirect the energy that’s 

built up all day, he added.  

“Mr. Whitaker was an 

instructional assistant here last 

year, and he soon became someone that everyone knew,” said Principal Kevin Jones. “When I 

learned that he was a black belt in Taekwondo, and that he had his own studio, I immediately 

began looking for a way to start a Taekwondo club at our school.”  

Whitaker uses the same curriculum for the after-school class that he does at his school and said 

he hopes to get these students through the orange belt level, which is one level up from the 



beginner’s white belt. He uses a tape system where students earn stripes as they demonstrate 

certain abilities. He pointed out some students with green tape on their white belts, meaning the 

student can count to 10 in Korean. He is also teaching them the commands in Korean.  

“I’m trying to get them to understand the discipline and how to use their bodies at this age,” said 

Whitaker. He also wants them to understand some of the same lessons that Taekwondo has 

taught him—self-control, a positive attitude, the ability to diffuse angry situations and the 

confidence to walk away.   

Kindergartner Nylah Harper said Taekwondo is “kind of hard, but fun. Mr. Whitaker is a good 

instructor.” Her friend and fellow kindergarten student, Rhilea Cotton, said she likes when they 

do kicks and hopes to earn her next tape stripe soon by demonstrating that she can do all of 

them.   

“There are many benefits to this program as it teaches kids to have self-discipline, and it 

connects them to school by giving them a group to belong to,” said Jones. “You’re never too 

young to learn something new, and it’s always a great time to learn how to focus and discipline 

yourself to achieve your goals. This program is not only teaching our scholars about Taekwondo, 

but it is also preparing them for life.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Sensei Alicia Whitaker (left) and Sensei Jerome Whitaker (right) are shown 

with the students in the after-school Taekwondo class at Winton Woods Primary North. 

 

 

Every morning at Winton Woods Primary North, second grader 

Luc Johnson stands to recite the Wee Warrior Pledge, which says, 

“I come to school ready to learn. I will be respectful, responsible, 

and safe. Today I will do my best.” Teacher Amanda Hager said 

Johnson has taken the pledge to heart and is the personification of 

the character trait of responsibility. That’s why she chose to 

recognize him with the Kiwanis Character is Key award for 

September.  

“Throughout our time in second grade, Luc has been a great role 

model for our classroom as well as our school,” said Hager. “As a 

member of the first-ever Second Grade Leadership Team at 

Primary North, he has helped to teach kindergarten students the 

procedures and expectations of our school in order to make our 

learning community a better place. 

“Each and every day Luc arrives to school with a great attitude 

for learning. He is focused, works hard to complete his 

assignments to the absolute best of his ability, and he consistently 

follows our school and classroom rules, as well as directions, the 



first time they are given. Luc can also be counted upon to help with jobs in the classroom. He is 

always volunteering to pass out nametags and collect lunch cards. At the end of each school day 

you can find him helping to straighten up the classroom. As I write this, we have only been at 

school for a little over three weeks, but the list could continue to go on.” 

Johnson received his award at the district’s October board of education meeting.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Greenhills-Forest Park Kiwanis Club Vice President Ben Floyd presents 

Luc Johnson with the Kiwanis Character is Key award for responsibility. 

 

 

Jeremy Zistler, a kindergarten student at Winton Woods 

Primary South, is using his actions to show his teacher and 

classmates what respect is all about. His teacher, Emily Perkins, 

chose Zistler to be honored with the Kiwanis Character is Key 

Award for Respect. “Jeremy is an asset to the community of 

learners in my kindergarten classroom,” said Perkins. “He 

models respect for how to treat his peers, teacher, and school.”  

Perkins said she has even learned lessons in respect from 

watching Zistler. “While I am Jeremy's teacher, I truly believe 

Jeremy teaches me daily about how to treat others,” she said. 

“Jeremy encourages others to do the right thing and celebrates 

his classmates when they make good choices. He shows 

compassion and empathy for students who make a mistake and 

redirects them to make good choices.  

“Jeremy is one of a kind and his leadership of respect in my 

class is so special. I am so fortunate to have his example 

and enthusiasm in my classroom.” 

Zistler received his award at the district’s October board of education meeting.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods kindergarten student Jeremy Zistler listens as 

Superintendent Anthony G. Smith reads his recommendation for the October Character is Key 

award. 

 

 



All students from kindergarten 

through second grade at Winton 

Woods Primary North participated in 

an opera program on Tuesday, 

October 25, thanks to an outreach 

program by the Cincinnati Opera and 

to music teacher Todd Patrick. Photo 

by Kevin Jones.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winton Woods City Schools is taking part again this year in the national Say Something Call-to-

Action Week, October 24-28, in partnership with Sandy Hook Promise. This national, nonprofit 

organization is led by several family members whose loved ones were killed in the tragic mass 

shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in December 2012.  

Say Something teaches students in grades 5 -12 how to look for warning signs, signals and 

threats, especially in social media, from individuals who may want to hurt themselves or others 

and to say something to a trusted adult to get them help, said Corina Denny, community 

engagement coordinator for the district. During this week, Winton Woods staff will engage in 

real conversations with students about what it means to say something. This concept encourages 

students to look for warning signs, signals and threats; act immediately and take it seriously; and 

say something to a trusted adult.  

“We are happy to take part in Say Something and No One Plays Alone week because it 

strengthens and enforces our belief that our students are our biggest asset,” said Denny. “These 

programs support the culture we are building in our schools of being respectful, responsible and 

safe and give our students tangible ways to foster this culture. While this program brings focus to 

one week, our efforts will continue year-round to create a culture of citizenship, both inside and 

outside the classroom, that is conducive to learning.”   

For more information on Say Something, go to www.sandyhookpromise.org. 

 

 

 

http://www.sandyhookpromise.org/


UPCOMING EVENTS 

11/3   NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

11/4   NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS/PROFESSIONAL DAY 

11/11   Midterm 

11/14 6 PM WWHS Performing Arts Boosters General Mtg. 

11/18   Interim Report Card Distribution 

11/21 6:30 PM WWIS WWC PTA General Meeting 

11/23-25   NO SCHOOL/THANKSGIVING BREAK 

11/28 6:30 PM BOARD OFFICE Board of Education Meeting    

 

 

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa Cleary, writer and 

photographer.  

 


